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Professor Frank Leary arrived as a cheery Santa, which nonethe- 
less proved to be a stressful holiday experience for Katelyn Gilleo. 
Her baby brother Tim took it.in stride. 


Holiday season in the air 
for children of all ages 


Children treated to a 


day of fun for many 
holidays 


By STEVEN M. GILLEO 
News Editor 


Fun was to be had by all at the 
second annual “Celebrate Children” 
holiday party. Thursday night, chil- 
dren and family members of students 
and faculty enjoyed a culturally 
diverse atmosphere of food and cul- 
tures. 

Holiday card making, sand art, 
gingerbread man design, and party 
bag decorating were just a few of the 
festive activities kids and parents had 
a chance to participate in. 

Dina Brown, Student Activities 
coordinator said, “The celebration of 
diversity started out about five years 
ago as just a celebration of all the 
major holidays from Ramadan to 
Kwanzaa and has grown significant- 
ly. This is our third year doing the 
“Celebrate Children” party and it 
does seem to get bigger and bigger 
each year.” 

The party is sponsored by 
Student Activities and had volunteers 
from the NECC baseball team, 
Student Government, GSA, along 
with support from non-affiliated stu- 
dents and faculty. 

The students who volunteered 
seemed all too happy to be a part of 


the festivities. Glitter covered stu- 
dents Charles Cherisme and 
Katherine Marte ran the holiday card 
making table with ear-to-ear smiles 
and said, “We love kids. Dina just 
asked for some help and here we 
are.” 

Charles, with glue bottle in hand 
said, “I guess I’m like a little kid 
myself.” 

The merry night was not com- 
plete without a visit from jolly old 
Saint Nick. Santa penciled in some 
time in his busy schedule to make a 
few kids’ holiday a little brighter, or 
in one precious little girl’s case, a ter- 
rifying experience. “The twismas 
twown is stary (The Christmas clown 
is scary),” said Katelyn Gilleo, the 
adorable daughter of a certain 
reporter. 

Some of the food on hand was 
traditional eggnog and punch, bakla- 
va, Chinese chicken wings, Italian 
cookies, and an array of appetizer 
from around the world. 

Baseball machismo’s Ryan 
Doherty and David Rouse did their 
best to help kids color between the 
lines at the crayon table. Doherty, 
sipping on hot apple cider said, “I’m 
having fun. I have two pages colored 
already.” His mom will be very 
proud. 

Smiles and good cheer spread 
through the warm cafeteria like a 
piece of hot gossip as students and 
faculty took the time to relax and 
clear their minds before taking on the 
stress of finals. 


NECC 


Features 


Free ski movement, a 


new twist on an old 
sport 


server 


0 Sports 


Tim's number one 
football player of 
all-time! 


nroliment is way up 


4 percent jump is 
latest in trend of 
steep increases 


By Davip WILLIS 
Contributing Reporter 


For the fifth straight year, enroll- 
ment is up at Northern Essex 
Community College, the college 
recently announced. 

The number of students enrolled 
in credited courses grew 3.9 percent 
from last year’s figure, to 6,621 stu- 
dents in the Haverhill and Lawrence 
campus this fall semester. 


The number is also an increase of 


14.8 percent from the 5,767 students 
who were enrolled in credited classes 
in 1997. 

An even more remarkable 
increase also occurred this fall semes- 
ter: FTE’s, which is the way the state 
measures full-time student equiva- 
lence. 

The number of FTE’s at NECC 
has risen to 3,583, a 6.6 percent 
increase from last year. It was also a 
22.8 percent rise from five years ago. 

The rise in enrollment could be 
attributed to many factors. According 


Elementary 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


The Elementary Education 
Programs at NECC and Middlesex 
Community College have received a 
$1 million grant from the United 
States Department of Education. The 
grant will last for five years and will 
service the paraprofessionals in 
Lawrence and Lowell public schools. 

Jennifer Hawrylciw, coordinator 
of the Elementary Education 
Program, explained NECC received 
a state grant last year. Partnered with 
Lawrence, Hawrylciw used the grant 
to finish designing the course cur- 
riculum for the Associate Degree 
program for elementary education. 

“We need to continue the 
momentum in Lawrence,” 
Hawrylciw said. “Lawrence has a 
high number of teacher’s aids. Close 
to 300 are servicing in Lawrence.” 


to a press release statement by Mary 
Ellen Ashley, the senior vice president 
of enrollment management and stu- 
dent services, the economy is a factor 
that may aid the rise. 

Ashley, who could not be reached 
for comment, said in a statement that, 
“when the economy is down, more 
people are choosing to come back to 
school and retool.” 

She also said people want to fur- 
ther their education to gain an advan- 
tage in the job market, where any edge 
is important. 

The economy also comes into 
play when high school seniors and 
their parents are looking at the cost of 
colleges. For many families, the 
thought of paying a high tuition bill is 
quite intimidating. 

Ashley said prospective students 
and their parents are taking a closer 
look at “the value of a community col- 
lege education.” She added that “the 
enrollments among traditional stu- 
dents are up.” 

~ The improvements in the enroll- 
ment management area of NECC 
have also contributed to the rise in 
enrollment. The college has been able 
to communicate better with both cur- 
rent students and prospective students 
with the use of a new computer sys- 
tem which has been implemented 


over the past three years. 

Ashley said, “The new system 
allows us to keep in touch with them 
every step of the way.” 

An increased effort to enroll stu- 
dents early has also aided the increase 
in enrollment. 

According to the press release, 
community college students often 
wait until the last minute, even until 
the semester is about to begin, until 
they register for classes. That leads to 
many students missing the deadline. 
The new “one-stop. registrations,” 
which have been added by Northern 
Essex in recent years, has helped to 
address this problem. 

This rise in enrollment at NECC 
follows a trend that is affecting many 
community colleges. Many other 
states, including Maine and Kentucky, 
have had a rise in attendance at com- 
munity colleges. Norma Kent, a 
spokewomen for the American 
Association of Community Colleges, 
attributed the rise in popularity to the 
struggling economy and the rise in 
tuition costs at many other colleges. 

For more information on admis- 
sions and enrollment at NECC, con- 
tact the Northern Essex admissions 
office at 978-556-3600, or visit the 
NECC Web site at 
www.necc.mass.edu. 


education receives $1M 


Paraprofessionals play a_ vital 
role in today’s educational institu- 
tions, but the Elementary Secondary 
Education Act states all paraprofes- 
sionals need to have their Associates 
Degree by 2006. If a paraprofession- 
al was hired after 2002 they have to 


It has taken a long 
time to get to this 


point, but I’m very 
proud of it. 


—Jennifer Hawrylciw 


have an Associates Degree, but any- 
one hired prior has until the 2006 
deadline to get their degree. 

There are 50 paraprofessionals 
starting the Associate Degree pro- 


gram in the spring. 

“We are going to keep them 
together,” Hawrylciw said. “We 
found the paras are very successful 
when they are taking classes together 
and working together.” 

Hawryleiw explained the pro- 
gram would be transferable so para- 
professionals can move on to get 
their Bachelor’s Degree. 

“We are setting them up to be 
licensed teachers if that’s what they 
want,” Hawrylciw said. “The need is 
very great and the standards are 
being set.” 

The program is to help parapro- 
fessionals grow professionally and 
personally. 

“It has taken a long time to get to 
this point,” Hawrylciw explained. 
“But I’m very proud of it.” 

Hawrylciw was recently hired as 
a full-time faculty member after 
serving many years as an adjunct 
professor. 
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Changes in the staff, 
being under attack 
and a final wrap-up 


Well, another semester comes 
to an end and it’s also the end of an 
era. Gayle Simone has finished her 
tenure as Editor and is handing the 
reigns over to new Editor David 
Willis. 

Willis was in Amy Callahan’s 
Journalism I class and has been 
spending time in the newsroom to 


learn the ropes. So, if.,you, see, 
David around campus tell him con-. 


gratulations. 


Other changes in the staff will 


be as follows: Tim Silva will be 
returning for his third semester as 
Sports editor, Sheila Bailey will 
continue as Arts & Entertainment 
Editor, Mike Boucher will return as 
Opinion Editor and Karen Randell 
will move from Features Editor to 
Photographer and Graphics Editor. 
Simone will have a small role on 
the staff as Copy Editor. The 
Observer still has openings for 
News and Features Editors. 
Moving along from the staff 
updates to a more serious note; the 
Observer recently came under 
attack, by different organizations, 
for not covering certain events on 
campus. What people do not under- 
stand is we have a limited staff here 
in the newsroom and it is the end of 
the semester. The section editors 
are busy finalizing their work, 


studying for finals and of course 
registering for classes. We are sorry 
for not being able to cover every- 
thing on campus, but we have tried. 
And on a further note, if you would 
like to promote your own projects, 
you are more than welcome to buy 
an ad. 

This semester has been fun. We 
have covered some great stories on 
campus. From the budget crisis to 
going to war with Iraq to Stillpoint 


;and of course the athletic teams 


here on campus. Let’s: not forget 


, the brainiacs who tried to steal the 


ATM) machine,.from the student 


» center. 


The entire Observer staff would 
like to thank all of their sources for 
continually updating them of up 
coming events on campus. Without 
you there would be nothing to 
report. 

The Observer will not be print- 
ed again until the spring semester. 
Take this month off to refresh your 
brains from all the studying and 
preparing you have done for this 
semester. 

Receiving letters is always a 
plus. The people who submit letters 
may not always agree with what 
has been published, but at least we 
know people are reading the paper. 
So please let your voice be heard. 
You may get a response, you may 
not. The Observer is here to inform 
you about NECC. Let us know 
what you think. 

See you in the Spring! 


The award-winning student newspaper 
of Northern Essex Community College 


2002 Gold Medalist, 
Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association 
Rm. F129, Student Center, 100 Elliott Street, Haverhill, MA 01830 


Editors: 978-556-3640 
Advertising: 978-556-3634 


Newsroom: 978-556-3633 
Fax: 978-556-3740 


Email: observer@necc.mass.edu 


The NECC Observer reserves the right to edit and condense all submissions. 


Fall 2002 Editorial Staff 
Editor: Gayle Simone 
News Editor: Steven M. Gilleo 
Opinion Editor: Michael Boucher 
Features Editor: Karen Randell 
Sports Editor: Tim Silva 
Arts & Entertainment Editor: Sheila Bailey 
Health & Happiness Editor: Kristin Bell 
Graphics Editor: Pete Edgerly 
Ad Manager: Michael Boucher 
Circulation Manager: Stevin Bartholomew 
Faculty Adviser: Amy Callahan 


The NECC Observer is a 2002 member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
New England Press Association and College Media Advisers, Inc. 
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How high do you think your 
tutition will be this spring? 


Nathan Sanford, Undecided/Basket 
Weaving 

“The school is doing a good job with 
tutition but they should go lower.” 


Ian Wittenber, Liberal Arts 
“Much lower than any other col- 
lege.” 


Geoff Collins, Philsophy 


“T don’t know but Kevin is a threat to 


national security.” 


Michael Boucher Photos 


Andy Faraci, Liberal Arts 
“I don’t know but it will be high.” 


Kevin “Communist” Capatanelis, 
Political Science 

“Too high...it should be free. All 
education should be free!” 


pr 


John Marr, General Studies 
“| don’t pay for my tutition so I don’t 
know.” 
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Do you 
know what 
Jesus would 
drive? Some 
people actu- 
ally are curi- 
ous about 
that ques- 
tion. Do you 
know. why 
they’re curi- 
ous about that question? People 
really believe if Jesus bought 
something they wanted, it really 
must be a good product. 

I can tell you, if Jesus is real 
or not, that he doesn’t buy any- 
thing, not even clothes. For some 
odd reason if people were told 
that Jesus drove an SUV (which 
would be illogical since he loves 
all creatures and an SUV would 
destroy the environment), they 
would go by SUVs. Sound silly 
huh? I heard it myself on 20/20 
and it’s a quite successful tactic. 

We are fooled by deceitful 
advertising every so often. Some 
of us are smart enough to see 
scams. Almost everyday some 
travel company calls my house 
saying that I have receive special 
invitation to come to sunny 
Florida. Part of this Florida pack- 
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thing is. 

A little bit of common sense 
needs to come into play. Most things 
are not as good as they seem. It does- 
n’t even have to be about buying 


other people offer close to what you 
need with lower interest. They both 
have their good aspects to their deals 
but both of them do not offer the 
ideal deal. 


FL AO. Ty apes, 


ike Wwderch 


example if you have little kids and 
you go through a whole entire store 
just for them to see the new lastest 
toys. All the way there you are bom- 
barded with sales and advertise- 
ments. Certain 
colors catch the 
eye. Red sirens 
in front of a 
store in a mall. 
The black and 
white marble 
floor. The 
mahogany 
walls with 
English lamps. 
It’s all made to 
get some suck- 
er to buy some- 
thing. 

TY Weme4s 
really nothing 
you can do to 
prevent being 
misled into 
buying some- 
thing or doing 
something you 
don’t want to. 
If you want to 
believe some- 
thing, you will 
believe it. What 
you believe 
may not be 
true. Jesus may 
drive an SUV 


QU. Ne sete 


age includes taking a cruise on and you may 
those infirmary ships full of sick 6 c believe it. Then 


passengers. 

Sometimes there are reason- 
able deals in the Sunday paper. 
“Buy two of these things get one 
half off after rebate”. It sounds 
good but how much does two of 


those things cost? When will you 
receive your rebate? Is half off the 
third thing worth it? Probably not 
and it doesn’t really matter what the 


What would Jesus drive? 


something. It could be a deal 
between people. Let’s say you need a 
loan. One person offers the money 
you need with high interest. The 


Who really cares 


Dear Editor, 


I'd like to address the newspaper 
regarding the cover story about our 
“Gay/Straight Alliance.” I don’t 
notice any animosity towards gays or 
straights on campus, or anywhere 
else. I honestly believe that most 
people consider what people do in 
the privacy of their own bedrooms to 
be a non-issue. Well, except the gays, 
it seems. They seem hell-bent on 
jamming it down everyone’s throat. 
If they want to feel accepted as 
equals, then maybe it would help to 
stop constantly pointing out differ- 
ences. A sexual preference does not 
define a person. 

I do not feel a need to go around 
declaring how “straight” | am. Even 
if | did, I wouldn’t because I have 
other things to offer that are infinite- 
ly more important and helpful to our 
community than giving people a rea- 
son to picture me in a sexual act. 
That’s just offensive and uncalled 
for. 

I'll kill two birds with one stone 
here. This is a connection between 
the staff writer with all the bathroom 
things at all times and the janitor 
quoted as not getting a raise because 
of Mitt Romney. 

First of all, Romney doesn’t even 
take office until January, so I fail to 
see how Mr. Romney is responsible 


for this genius not getting a raise. 
Maybe the reason the janitor is not 
getting a raise is because the bath- 
rooms are filthy all the time. In fact, 
they are so filthy that they make the 
school paper write about it in gory 
detail in every issue. Let me know if 
I’m wrong but isn’t it the janitor’s 
responsibility to keep the bathrooms 
clean? This guy expects a raise??? It 
sounds to me like he should be fired 
and replaced by somebody who is 
capable of scrubbing a toilet. But 
then, maybe he would attempt to 
blame his own inadequacies on our 
future governor also. This leads me 
to my point. 

It’s funny that the same person 
who wrote the “filthy bathroom” sto- 
ries is the same person who did the 
piece on the janitor not getting a raise 
because of Romney (who isn’t even 
in office yet). There’s a rampant 
slew of genius here. 

Maybe “Mr. Grammatically 
awful” should spend more time in an 
English class learning the basic 
structure of our nation’s language 
and less time hanging out in the 
men’s room seeking creative inspira- 
tion. It would make reading his fecal 
adventures a lot less painful. We'd all 
appreciate the effort. 


Kelly O'Neil 
Political Science 


You never think about it but 
flashy colors and the position of 
where things are in a store determine 
how you shop most of the time. For 


Thanks 


Dear Editor, 


The Women’s Crisis Center 
would like to thank all the gener- 
ous folks who helped make this 
Thanksgiving a memorable one by 
purchasing gift certificates at local 
supermarkets and bakeries for the 
clients of the Women’s Crisis 
Center. We distributed 28 $25 gift 
certificates and four turkeys with 
all the trimmings to local families. 

This program would not be as 
successful as it is without the sup- 
port and goodwill of our commu- 
nity. 

The Women’s Crisis Center 
continues to empower members of 
our community to live free from 
fear, intimidation, violence, or the 
threat of abuse by providing sup- 
port, advocacy and education. 

Thank you again for support- 
ing our holiday project. 


Suzanne Dubus 
Executive Director 
Women’s Crisis Center 


you might buy 
an SUV on that 


belief. 

The best 
way to avoid 
being taken 


advantage of is to go against confor- 
mity. Do your own thing. Who cares 
what Jesus drives. He doesn’t care 
what you drive. 


Steve says 
Farewell NECC”’ 


It’s been a great semester 
as your NECC Observer 
News Editor. I will be trans- 
ferring to Gordon College 
next semester, but will return 
for the graduation ceremony. 

I’d like to thank the entire 
staff of the Observer for help- 
ing me inch along the layout 
process. As a former bum in 
high school, take it from me, 
“All things are possible in 
God.” 

I'd also like to thank the 
many outstanding professors 
who go the extra mile to help 
mold and guide students 
everyday. 

Teachers like Dr. Bailey, 
for his uncompromising cur- 
riculum, Dr. Barlas for his 
accepting insight, and 
Professor Callahan for her 
ability to do what Socrates 
did; bring out the best in any 
student. 

My thanks and prayers 
will be with NECC always. 


Peace outside 


May 

time here at 

| Northern 

Essex has 

» come to an 

end. After 

' five semes- 

ters, | am 

/ moving on 

to Umass 

| Dartmouth 

Bia ete t 

semester as a visual design: photog- 

raphy major. I’m totally stoked on 
my new academ- 


ic venture, how- 


ever, it will be 
hard to leave 
NECC, in partic- 
ular the Observer. 

I have served 
three semesters 
as a staff member and held as many 
positions. The experience of being a 
staff member has taught me so much 
about journalism and the world. I 
have traveled to Washington D.C. 
and New York City to attend confer- 
ences with other college newspapers 
from around the country. The people 
I have met on staff have not only 
been my colleagues, but also my 
friends. It is the people I will miss 
the most, in particular the adviser, 
Amy Callahan. 

Amy’s insight, sense of humor, 


—~.>—_ 
He is life. 


and patience has amazed me, and she 
has set quite an example for every- 
one. | have learned so much from her 
and will take that knowiedge with 
me for the rest of my life. 

Gayle Simone has taught me that 
working full-time, being a full-time 
student, and the editor of newspaper 
can be hazardous to your health, 
however, she seems to handle it very 
well. Gayle gives new meaning to 
the term, hard work. I admire you, 
Gayle! 

Tim Silva is one of the best 
friends a person could have. He has 
taught me about sports and most 
importantly, loyalty. Tim is a loyal 
friend and one 
helluva sports 
writer. 

Keo pray 
Wagner, last 
semester’s 
photo — editor 
and staff 
reviewer, is literally one of the most 
amazing people I have ever met. | 
know my experience at NECC 
would not have had the high value, if 
I did not meet Kory. He is life. 

To Dr. Bailey, Professor Barlas, 
Amy Callahan, Mr. Heineman, and 
Lance Hidy, thank you so much for 
teaching me. I consider myself very 
fortunate to have had you for teach- 
ers. If there were more teachers like 
you, the world would be a better 
place. 

Peace in the crease! 
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You are getting 
the wrong message 


It appears that the janitors on 
campus here are angry at me. | think 
they took my last editorial, “Messy 
Situation Can Be Solved,” the wrong 


way. 

This all started a couple of days 
after the last paper was put out. I was 
in my English Comp I class one 
morning, and my professor was con- 
gratulating me on this editorial. She 
said she had enjoyed it, but her 
friend, an NECC janitor, was furious 
over it. | couldn’t understand this. I’d 
written to the student body, urging 
them not to litter on campus. Why 
were the janitors concerned over 
something that didn’t involve them? 

The main point of my previous 
editorial was that students are ruining 
the campus by littering. I see them 
every day on the steps of the Spurk 
building, smoking, eating and talking 
away. This is fine, but when their cig- 
arette butts and wrappers litter the 
ground, it’s not. 

In no way did I mention janitors 
nor criticize their abilities. The only 
thing close to alluding to them was 
my mention of the lack of trash bins. 
I stated that students were littering 
because of this. This statement was 
supposed to tell students to stop 
being lazy and throw away their 
trash. | even used myself as an exam- 
ple to demonstrate this. 

I feel that the janitors are doing a 
great job in maintaining cleanliness 


here on campus. It’s the students who 
are discouraging it. I see janitors 
from my classroom windows work- 
ing hard to keep the campus in order 
every day. In their little Tug cars, 
they race up and down the court- 
yards, speedily going about their 
daily tasks. 

The janitors played an important 
role during the recent pre- 
Thanksgiving snowstorm. That 
morning of the storm, my car skidded 
nervously all the way through 
Georgetown and Groveland. After 
that nightmare, I finally made it to 
NECC. Upon leaving my car and 
entering the courtyard near the Spurk 
building, everything became fine. 
The staircases were clear of snow, 
with Ice Melt to ensure no slipping. 
Making it safer and easier to walk 
along campus, the janitors made a 
big difference. 

So once again, I will defend my 
previous editorial and its message. 
The message was to students, not 
janitors. I know that people some- 
times misinterpret things or make 
mistakes. You janitors are doing fine. 
I just felt that students needed to 
know what they were doing was 
wrong. 

The important thing was that you 
read my editorial. You gave it a 
chance, even though you later hated 
it. And for that, I am grateful. I didn’t 
realize that this editorial would have 
that much of an effect on everyone. 


Racist politics thrive 
in the 21st century 


If I told you there was someone 
serving in the Senate who has 
received votes from veterans of the 
Confederate Army, would you call 


me a liar? That’s right. The 
Confederacy. The separatist rebels 
that promoted slavery and lost the 
Civil War? 

Let me 
introduce you 
all to Mr. Strom 


Thurmond, 
Republican 
senator from 


South Carolina 
who at the ripe 
old age of 100 
is finally retir- 
ing and not a 
day too soon. 


who may as well have worn a white 
hood while in his seat. Even more 
disgusting is the party that he repre- 
sents, the Republicans. 

Last week for his 100th birthday, 
they threw him a party in which 
future Senate Majority Leader Trent 
Lott declared that the state he repre- 
sents, Mississippi, was proud to have 
voted for his presidency in 1948. Lott 
added, “And 
if the rest of 
the country 
had followed 
our lead, we 
wouldn’t 
have had all 
these prob- 
lems over all 
these years 
en thieme. 
These shock- 
ing com- 


His __ politics ments should 
have been sim- serve as a 
ply appalling. wake-up call 
This decrepit to all voters 
old bigot has who — value 
been plaguing human rights 

a om “™ and equality. 
Bie ce Senator Strom “Segregation” Thurmond Thee ai 
since 1954. He ments _—_ also 
also ran for pres- reinforce the 


ident in 1948 on a segregationist tick- 
et and actually won in four states. He 
holds the senatorial record for fili- 
bustering at 24 hours and 18 minutes. 
This record was accomplished while 
opposing the 1957 Civil Rights Act. 
It is sickening to think that every six 
years the people of South Carolina 
elected this out of touch dinosaur 


stereotypes of the conservative 
southern white male as a racist. Then 
again, maybe the stereotypes are true 
if a soulless snake oil salesman like 
Thurmond managed to be re-elected 
every term. Happy retirement sena- 
tor, and in the future, enjoy your bur- 
ial plot next to Jefferson Davis. I’m 
sure you two will get along just fine. 


Thank you and goodbye 


Wow, 
what a year! 
As I sit in the 
newsroom 
putting 
together the 
final issue of 
_ the paper for 
the = fall eor 
have been 
reflecting on 
my tenure as 
Editor. I have 
worked with some great people over 
the past two semesters. 

Are you ready for this? Because 
my list is long. 

First, Amy Callahan, my acade- 
mic adviser and adviser to the 
Observer, she has helped me grow as 
a reporter, writer and editor. I am for- 
ever thankful to her. When I was 
deciding which school to transfer to 
she pushed me to make my dreams 
come true. She has been a mentor, 
counselor and whenever I would get 
stressed out and say, “I can’t do this 
anymore,” she would calm me down 
and help me regain my senses. I actu- 
ally can’t even describe how much 
Amy has helped me. Thank you 
Amy. 

Next up, a constant in my tenure 
has been the ever so knowledgeable 
Sports Editor, Mr. Tim Silva. Though 
Tim and I did not always see eye-to- 
eye when it came to sports we defi- 
nitely relied on each other in the 
newsroom. I will definitely miss 
doing “Point/Counterpoint.” Tim was 
there for me when I needed to vent 


and was always there to help me with 
anything I needed. He has been a 
great friend. What would I have 
done without you? I probably would 
have snapped, that’s what I would 
have done. Tim, to put it simply... 
you rock!! 

Let’s not forget Pete Edgerly. 
Peto, what would I do without you 
starting my computer for me? Just 
kidding, you definitely meant more 
to me than that. You helped me light- 
en up in the newsroom, something I 
desperately needed. Good Luck at 
UMass; I know you will succeed in 
life. Remember, peace out! 


aS Or ae 


She has helped me 
grow as a reporter, 
writer and editor. I 
am forever thankful 
to her. 


I would next like to thank 
President David Hartleb and his staff. 
I know how busy you always were, 
but you always made time for me. 
Building a rapport with you was 
something I genuinely enjoyed. | 
enjoyed our 20 minute meetings, 
though they were short, I always felt 
well informed about what was going 
on around campus. 

Ernie Greenslade in the Public 
Relations department was also some- 
one I enjoyed getting to know during 
my time as editor. Ernie would 


always make sure I had all the press 
releases and photos of anything that 
was new on campus. Ernie would 
also just take the time to listen to me 
about my past, present and future 
goals. Thanks Ernie, I really appreci- 
ate all your time and support. 

I would like to thank all the past 
and current staff members, who 
would put up with me constantly 
talking about the Boston Bruins and 
even allowing me to listen to the 
games on the radio if they played on 
a Saturday afternoon when we were 
in production. You all know how 
much I bleed “black and gold.” 

I recently had a professor tell me 
I belonged in a correctional facility 
instead of college just for not liking 
one of the subjects we were dis- 
cussing in class, well to that profes- 
sors and all of my other professors I 
would honestly like to say thank you 
for challenging me and helping me 
achieve my goals as a student here at 
NECC. 

In closing, I would like to thank 
the entire college community for 
reading the paper and supporting the 
staff as we worked hard to publish an 
award winning paper. Also, thank 
you to anyone who read the paper 
and recognized me and said “great 
job” it was very much appreciated. 

This is a sad day for me, but what 
will be even sadder is when I have to 
clean out my newsroom desk and 
take down all my Bruins pictures. 
Don’t tell me you’re shocked I have 
Bruins pictures up; you know how | 
love my boys. Don’t forget to check 
out my 10 reasons why I think the 
B’s will win the cup this year on page 
11. 
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Career fair calls women (Si dents first 


Womens Network s 
reaches out to non- 
traditional women 


On Monday January 6, 2003, the 
Women’s Network will be sponsor- 
ing a Women Returning to 
School Information Fair in 
the Bentley Library 
Conference Area on the 


encourage them to take their step 
towards a new future. Current female 
students will serve as hostesses to 
interact with attendees, to share their 
own experiences and help calm the 
anxiety of transition. 

The highlight of the evening will 
be student speakers who proudly 
share their personal journeys and 
experiences at NECC. Fair partici- 


the Women’s Network have proved 
very beneficial to students making 
the transition into college. Signups 
for workshops such as Choices, 
Women and Self Esteem, Study 
Skills, Staying Balanced and Career 
Choices for College will be avail- 
able. 

If you are interested in partici- 
pating or know someone who may be 
benefit from 
an evening of 
information 


NECC Haverhill Campus ae 
at 6 p.m.-8 p.m. - please Ga 
The fait is a unique If they can do it, so can I. (I) Sy ed) Ox 
event that creates an oppor- 3722 to 
tunity for women to partic- —Former attendees reserve your 
ipate in an evening of space. Come 
information regarding meet the staff 
career exploration at and volun- 
NECC. The fair is targeted teers and dis- 
at women who possibly cover  path- 
have been out of school for ways to 
a while, who may be going acquire new 


through changes in their lives and 
would like the support if similar 
women. 

The fair will address the needs of 
non-traditional female students as to 


pants have remarked that the speak- 
ers had a vital effect of their deci- 
sions to sign up for class. “If they can 
do it, so can I” is a common reaction. 

Other services offered through 


knowledge and skills. 

A snow date is scheduled for 
January 9, 2003. To request a sigh 
language interpreter, call (978) 556- 
3897 (TTY/Voice) 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


Over the course of the semester 
President David Hartleb and a Steering 
Committee has worked on deciding 
what the top priorities of NECC should 
be. The decision: Student Success. 

The goal is to see in three years 
how this has made student success 
much better. Student Success offers the 
opportunity to examine programs and 
curricula, instructional quality, support 
services, college processes and envi- 
ronment. 

“We want to set the goals,” Hartleb 
explained. “I like the idea of achieving 
student goals.” 

Hartleb then added what the col- 
lege feels the definition of a student is. 
It is not only the students taking credit 
classes but also non-credit courses and 
the local businesses that use the school 
for their training. 

The next step is to do internal and 
external scanning to see what exactly 
Student Success is. 

“Ts it good paying jobs when they 
leave? Transferring to a four-year 


school?” Hartleb asked. “We need to 
hear from the community to get those 
answers.” 

The external scan will be with the 
business community and the internal 
scan will be with the students at 
NECC. 

Four ether priorities include 
Technology, Institutional 
Effectiveness, Professional 
Development and Program Review. 
There is a separate task force for each 
of the priorities and each group has to 
come up with a plan on how to pro- 
mote student success within their own 
topic. 

The task force groups were recent- 
ly formed by Gene Winter and just 
recently met for the first time some- 
time last week. 

The task force groups are expected 
to have their plans by April in time for 
the College Advisory Council meeting. 
The CAC has to vote and approve all 
plans, which are then sent to the Board 
of Trustees to be approved. Two of the 
BOT members, Barbara MacKinnon 
and Dalia Diaz also serve on the 
Steering Committee. 


NECC recognizes Presidential Scholars 


Twelve recent area high school 
graduates have been accepted to the 
Presidential Scholars Program at 
Northern Essex Community College. 

In its fourth year, the 
Presidential Scholars 
Program is designed to 
attract motivated high 
school students to Northern 
Essex. The most recent 
group of Presidential 
Scholars graduated from 
high school this spring and 
started at Northern Essex in 
September. 

These students include 
Katie Bouchie, Liberal 
Arts, Amesbury High ¢ 
School; Taylor Shields of 
Lawrence, Graphic Design, 
Greater Lawrence Regional 
Vocational Technical High 


School; Michael Boucher, 
Liberal Arts, Lauren 
Mandel, Liberal Arts, and Sorin 
Sabau, Business Management, 
Haverhill High School; Cynthia 
Gomez, Registered Nursing, 


Lawrence High School; 


Portell, 
School; 


Business, 


Haverhill H.S. graduates Sorin Sabau (left) and 
Michael Boucher named as 2002 Presidential Scholars 
by NECC President David Hartleb. 


Information Systems, Newburyport Program, 
High School; Danny Azzi, Business, 
North Andover High School; David 
Willis of Merrimac, Liberal Arts, 


Radiology student 
recognized 


Velasquez awarded 
two scholarships for 
excellence 


NECC Radiologic Technology 
student Gloria Y. Velasquez of 
Haverhill, recently received the Janet 
Bourque Memorial Scholarship for 
$1,000 and a $500 scholarship from 
the Women of NECC. 

Velasquez, a native of Colombia, 
South America, plans to work as an 
MRI technologist upon graduating 
from NECC in 2003. 

She lives with her husband 
Samuel and their two children 
Alexander, 9, and Jonathan, 4. She is 
the daughter of Amparo and Luis 
Velasquez of Haverhill. 

The Janet Bourque Memorial 
Scholarship is awarded in the memo- 
ry of Janet Bourque, a graduate of 


the NECC Radiologic Technology 
Program who served as chief tech- 
nologist at Holy Family Hospital. 

It is awarded to a returning stu- 
dent in the Radiologic Technology 
Program who has achieved academic 
excellence and has demonstrated 
exceptional leadership and personal 
skills. 


Gloria Y. reeate: isthe of 
two, of Haverhill. 


Ashley 
Arsenault, Liberal Arts and Jonathan 
Methuen High 


William White, Computer 


Pentucket Regional High School; 
and Crystal Wezesa of Haverhill, 
Accounting, Whittier Regional 
Vocational High School. 

In addition to the 
honor of being named 


gram, each student 
receives a $1,000 
scholarship from the 
college. Each 
Presidential Scholar is 
paired with a_ top 
administrator from the 
college who serves as 
a mentor. These stu- 
dents are also encour- 
|= @ = aged to participate in 
File photo 


a variety of enrich- 
ment programs 
offered at Northern 
Essex, including the 
Student Leadership 
Die yeceo panne nat 
the Presidential 


Ambassador Program, and the col- 
lege’s Honors Experience. 
To be eligible, students must 


to this selective pro-: 


File photo 


Katie Bouchie, graduate of Amesbury H.S. and Liberal Arts major, 
David Willis (third from left) a graduate of Pentucket H.S. and 
Newburyport H.S. graduate and Computer Information Systems 
major David White recieve congradulations from Hartleb. 


have a minimum 2.5 grade point 
average in high school. The grade 
point average of this year’s partici- 
pants ranges from 2.6 to 3.7. A guid- 
ance councilor, teacher, or principal 
must nominate these students. Each 
must plan to earn an associate’s 
degree at Northern Essex before 


transferring to a four-year 
Massachusetts State College or 


University. 
For more information on the 
NECC Presidential Scholars 


Program, contact Michelle Harris, 
NECC recruitment officer, at mhar- 
ris@necc.mass.ed 


e 15 Years Experience 
* Free Estimates 


Lau ca 


(978) - 


ff 


852 


1445 
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Pushing the limits on 
the snow, Seth 
Morrison shares 
thoughts on a new 
way to enjoy an old 
sport 


By PETE EDGERLY 
Graphics Editor 


Picture yourself on a 12,000- 
foot mountain that’s been entombed 
in a thick, icy blanket for thousands 
of years. You have two sticks 
attached to your feet and you're 
about to huck yourself 
off of a 50-foot cliff. You 
begin your in-run and the 
next thing you know 
you’re airborne. For 
style, you throw a back 
flip as you fly through 
the air. 

Welcome to the free 
ski movement. Fueled by 
adrenalin, Red Bull, and 
a high pain tolerance, the 
free ski movement is 
making waves all around 
the world and creating a 
new outlook for skiers. 

So what is free skiing 
all about? It’s about ski- 
ing big mountains with 
crazy cliffs and gaps, and 
throwing some kind of 
nasty trick. Back flips, 

'D-spins, and 360’s are all 

appropriate tricks and 
should prove to result in 
injury if you don’t know 
what you’re doing. It’s 
all about pushing your- 
self. 

The pros in this sport 
are pioneering the move- 
ment by starring in vari- 
ous free ski movies and 
running ski camps all 
over the world. Camps 
such as High North in 
Whistler, British 
Columbia, is one of the 
premier camps for learn- 
ing tricks. It is operated 
by pros like Shane Szocs, 
JF Cusson, Shane 
McConkey, Seth Morrison, 
and others. This camp 


gives people an opportunity to learn 
big tricks on water ramps and chill 
with pros. 

In a recent 
interview 
with Seth 
Morrison, he 
reiterated 
how camps of 


¢ ¢ are 


I think both sports are 
feeding off each other, 


Other than movies and camps, 
trade shows and magazine’s provide 
the movement with further expo- 

sure. More and 


more _ skiers 
crossing 
over from 


competitive 
racing to free 


this _ nature ° . skiing. 
support and from big mountain to “T was get- 
promote the tricks. ting bored 
sport. —Seth Morrison, with racing,” 
“It (High A said Morrison. 
North) gives free ski pro «i just wasn’t 
people the fun any more. 


opportunity to 


hang out with their favorite pros 
and learn to do tricks they need help 
with. The response after four years 
has been great,” Morrison said. 


I had always 
been skiing for fun so the transition 
was just going skiing away from the 
gates. It was refreshing.” 
Snowboarding has also provid- 


photo courtesy of seth morrison 


Seth Morrison checks out his “Seth Pistol” signature series ski by K2. He is 
also sponsored by Oakley. 


photo courtesy of www.classic.mountainzone.com 


Morrison hucks himself of off a cliff. 


ed the free ski movement with fuel 
for the fire. Ten years ago when 
snowboarding was gaining its initial 
momentum, skiers where now hav- 
ing to deal with competition on 
what was once their territory. Tricks 
and freestyle snowboarding was 
attracting a new culture on the 
mountain. Construction of the ski 
has changed as well. 

“Snowboarding has given ski- 
ing a kick in the ass toward tricks 
and the technology of the product to 
change. We have seen skis go wider 
and have more side-cut like snow- 
boards have. The tricks are some- 
what similar, from rodeos to rails,” 
Morrison explained. “I think both 
sports are feeding off each other, 
from big mountain to tricks.” 

Other than Seth, there are many 
other skiers pioneering the sport. 
Mike Douglas has been a free skier 
from the beginning. Shane 
McConkey and Shane Szocs have 
done a lot to promote the sport as 
well. 

“I think Shane McConkey has 
done a lot with skis going wider and 
getting companies to listen to the 
athlete and make the product 


changes we want and _ need,” 
Morrison said. “There are lots of 
different people doing different 
things in every niche of the sport to 
change things out there. Shane’s 
have just had more of an immediate 
impact.” 

Morrison says British Columbia 
provides the best conditions for ski- 
ing. 

“I like to ski in B.C. mostly. 
They get so much snow out there 
and it’s safer to do what I like to do 
off cliffs and skiing in the Big 
Mountain Arena.” 

Jay Peak in Vermont is the best 
place to ski in the east. The moun- 
tain provides great backcountry and 
cliffs, and gets more snow than any 
other mountain in the east and more 
than Vail. I recommend showing 
your skills at Jay. 

So, grab your skis, pack your 
gear, and hit up some sick cliffs or 
rails. Get hurt, be crazy, and join the 
revolution. The free ski movement 
is growing more and more every 
year. Participation is a sure way to 
have a great time and get yourself 
hurt. 


Jean Trounstine presentation on Shakespeare 


By NANCY MADORE 
Contributing Reporter 


In a presentation at NECC Dec. 
2, author and teacher Jean 
Trounstine showed a short film of a 
dress rehearsal of her students’ pro- 
duction of the Shakespeare play, 
The Merchant of Venice. Her stu- 
dents, all women of singular back- 
grounds, are what make her produc- 
tions unique. The part of Gratiano, 
for instance, was played by a young 
Jamaican woman named Bertie, 
who gave him a rich Jamaican 
accent. Her performance was no 
more peculiar than her audience 
however, for, in order to see Bertie, 
you had to reside at the Framingham 
State Prison. That’s where she lived 
since she was convicted of murder- 
ing her four month old child. 

Trounstine spent ten years 
teaching drama to nearly 300 
women at the Framingham State 
Prison. When first offered the job 


in 1986, Trounstine was a high 
school teacher in a well to do com- 
munity in Massachusetts. She 
agreed to teach at the prison part- 
time, thinking it would be a unique 
learning experience as well as an 
adventure. For training, she 
watched a two hour video warning 
her of ways the inmates might try to 
con her. Then, after an “invasive” 
search, she was ready to begin class. 

In her book, Shakespeare 
Behind Bars: The Power of Drama 
In A Women’s Prison, Trounstine 
focuses on the experiences of six 
students. Concentrating on who the 
women were, instead of why they 
were in prison, helped build trust 
between Trounstine and the women. 
“She’s not just Bertie who killed her 
daughter,” said Trounstine. “She’s 
Bertie.” 

During her experience teaching 
inmates, Trounstine learned that 
“everyone has a story.” While 
Trounstine did not ask her students 


why they were in prison, they often 
poured out their stories, and much 
more, in the course of their writing. 
In one essay that Bertie wrote, she 
told a childhood story about her best 


=) at @ ee 


That’s where she lived since 
she was convicted of mudering 
her four-month-old baby. 


friend growing up - a pet goat. 
Bertie loved her goat so much that 
she made him the subject of a grade 
school paper she wrote for a contest. 
Then one day she found the goat’s 
severed head, and discovered that 
her mother had served him for din- 


ner. 

Of Bertie’s story Trounstine 
said, “It was a tragedy. It was just 
like Shakespeare.” 

Bertie is only one of the six 
women studied 
in Trounstine’s 
book. There 
is also Dolly, a 
50 year old 
grandmother 
who _ brought 
her knitting to 
class with her, 
and -who was 
the second 
woman in 
Massachusetts 
to earn her 
associates degree in prison. Then 
there was Kit who, like 80% of the 
women who go to prison, had chil- 
dren. Hers were in foster care. 
Rhonda lost her father. Mamie suf- 
fered with illness. Rose had HIV. 

“What characterizes them more 


than anything else is their 
heartache,” wrote Trounstine. 

Together, these women worked 
hard to produce the plays, in full 
stage and dress, which were heartily 
enjoyed and highly acclaimed by 
their peers at the Framingham State 
Prison. 

In her book, Trounstine writes, 
“The six women who form the 
nucleus of this book, and the hun- 
dreds I met throughout my ten years 
at the prison, came to classes partly 
out of the desire to make time pass 
more quickly and partly out of the 
desire to become someone who was- 
n’t considered a criminal. The 
women yearned for change and 
growth.” 

The program at the prison was 
stopped in 1995 as part of the 
Omnibus Crime Bill. Now, in addi- 
tion to writing, Trounstine is a pro- 
fessor of Humanities at Middlesex 
Community College, specializing in 
writing, literature and theatre. 
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By TEDDY RITTER 
Contributing Reporter 


As | sit and see so many eclectic 
people and styles, I thought how 
does music affect culture? Could it 
be possible that music could morph 
and shape the mind and the body? 
Music has been around since before 
Biblical times and played an impor- 
tant role even then. Serving as enter- 
tainment, kings had people playing 
harps and singing “to them. 
According to the Bible, this was one 
of the best forms of entertainment. 
Music served as an escape from real- 
ity. 

I asked Anthony Aziz, a man of 
Lebanese descent, how music affect- 
ed his culture and he replied,’Music 
is our way of showing love and 
unity.” He also said, “I feel as though 
I am in a different, euphoric world 
when I am listening to my music.” 

When I approached a girl named 
April, | asked her the same ques- 
tions. She said, “Music is my life, 
without it I would wither away and 
probably die.” As I come to realize 
music may not be just entertainment 
but it could also provide a job for 
some. 

1 sat down with DJ Macguyver 


Classic album spotlight: ‘Su 


‘Surfacing’ brought 
back the singer/song- 
writer in pop music 


By SHEILA BAILEY 
4rts and Entertainment Editor 


This piece is the first in what I 
hope will be a series of articles fea- 
turing classic music albums of all 
genres. 


“The winter here’s cold, and bitter, 
Chills us to the bone 

Haven’t seen the sun for weeks 
Too long, too far from home.” 
—"Full of Grace” 

by Sarah McLachlan 


In this issue, I’m going to be 
talking about “Surfacing” by Sarah 
McLachlan (Arista, 1997). The 
album debuted in 1997 and went to 
number two on the charts. 

In a time of ska bands 
and rappers, her acoustic 
guitar and piano playing 
was a welcome change. 
Woman singer/songwriters 
were gaining ground thanks 
to people like Tracy 
Chapman and Melissa 
Ethridge, although 
McLachan brought a much 
softer sound to the music 
scene. She proved that 
women could be both soft 
and romantic, and powerful. 

She became so influen- 
tial that she was able to 
organize and produce the 
Lilith Fair, an event that no 
one in the music business 
had ever considered or dared to try. 
Come on, a “traveling women’s 
rock music festival?” record execs 
probably sneered. 

I just recently broke down and 
bought “Surfacing” on cd, after I 
realized my original tape would no 
longer play, it had been listened to 
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Did we need Paul McCartney? 


and talked to him about his experi- 
ences in the business h could also 
provide a job for some. I sat down 
with DJ Macguyver and talked to 
him about his experiences in the 
business he told me many things. He 
told me that music is the most influ- 
ential thing he has ever done. He said 
“T used to like heavy metal but I real- 
ized that it only got me angry. 
When I discovered trance, I 


Staff photo illustration 


found my calling and seized the 
moment. When I was young, my 
mother forced me to learn the piano. 
At the time, I hated it but now | 
could never see myself without. 
Music is my life.” 

I studied and analyzed people’s 
behavior and found that people who 
were into heavy metal and rock were 
into the arts like painting, drawing 
and writing. While people who lis- 


of 


The melodies are simple, the lyrics 
are honest, and her vocals are almost 


supernatural. 


that often. The melodies are simple, 
the lyrics are honest, and her vocals 
are almost supernaturally pure and 
passionate. She does not phone in 
one single song on the album. Every 
piece seems to be given her all. 
When | listen, I get the urge to learn 
the guitar or the piano, until I 
remember how tone deaf I am. 

All 10 songs on “Surfacing” 


were written by McLaclan. They 
seem to tell a story, it is not clear 
what the story is, but that is part of 


Sarah McLachlan on ‘Surfacing’ cover photo. 


the wonder. It’s a universal story; 
each song can be fitted to the listen- 
er’s own feelings and experiences. | 
often imagine it’s a lesbian love 
story, this is easy because most of 
her songs on this album are gender 
neutral, speaking more to humanity 
in general than to only the het peo- 


ple of the world. These songs are 
simply love songs that speak to 
something deep inside your soul. 
Consider these lyrics from the song 
simply titled “I Love You”: 


“I have a smile, stretched from 
ear to ear 

To see you walking down the 
road. 

We meet at the light 

I stare for awhile, the world 
around us disappears.” 


This emotional connec- 
tion has led more than one 
director to choose 
McLachan’s music for a 
soundtrack. She has been fea- 
tured as background music on 
“Due South,” in the movie 
“She’s the One,” and on 
“Buffy the Vampire Slayer.” 

What “Buffy” fan doesn’t 
start to tear up upon hearing 
“Full of Grace” (the second to 
last song off Surfacing), 
remembering Buffy Summers 
climbing aboard a bus to LA, 
sure that she might as well be 
dead? And who among us 
hasn’t felt that ashamed and 
humiliated at one point in our 
lives? Instead of becoming less 
interesting as the listener grows 
older and out of the angst ridden 
teen years, the songs became deeper 
and more complex. You understand 
“Full of Grace” even more once you 
have had to do something that is 
harder than anything you’ve ever 


tened to hip hop were more social 
and prone to being with their friends. 
Which brings me to the conclusion 
that people who liked rock would be 
more capable of achieving good 
grades than people who liked hip 
hop? Although this may just be a the- 
ory, I believe that if the world didn’t 
have music the earth would be so 
dull and boring. It would be like a 
world of blank emotions. 

Music can also change one’s 
appearance. So many people have so 
many different styles and they are all 
because of music. I noticed baggy 
pants and t-shirts and asked a few 
kids why they wore those types of 
clothes. One kid, “Matt Brouder 
said,”I wear baggy pants so I’m 
comfortable and I can show off my 
personal style.” Music, in my opin- 
ion, is as essential as food and water. 
I feel the need to create music. | 
believe that music is one of the most 
unifying things that was ever creat- 
ed. Music brings together a world 
that is normally torn by petty con- 
flicts. 

Music brings together a world 
that is normally torn by petty con- 
flicts. 

Never above you, never below 
you, but always with you. 


acim 


imagined you might have to do. You 
have to be older to realize just how 
sensual “Adia” really is. Once 
you’ve loved and lost, the album 
feels that much richer to you. 


“What ravages of spirit 
Conjure this temptuous rage? 
Created you a monster 
Broken by the rule of love. 
And Fate has led you to it 
You do what you have to do.” 
-Do What You Have to Do. 


McLachan’s unearthly voice 
seems to flow down directly from 
the frozen north (she’s Canadian) an 
elfin princess with a voice as crystal 
as the ice hanging from the trees in. 
her woodland kingdom. Okay, so 
the down side to Sarah McLachan is 
that she can sometimes inspire pur- 
ple prose. However “Surfacing” 
solidified her as a major Goddess in 
the pantheon of her genre and | 
don’t care if that’s purple prose or 
not. 


‘site. ois 
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mandyventrice.com photo 


Mandy Ventrice is a 
rising Star in Boston 


By SARAH DURRELL 
Contributing Reporter 


Mandy Ventrice is a 17-year- 
old up and coming singer from 
Boston. She hopes to show the 
entertainment indusry that artists 
can play instruments, write their 
own lyrics, and still have a pop 
edge. 

“IT write my own songs,” 
Ventrice says. “I’ve been writing 
since I was 7-years-old.” Usually, 
new artists that come out tend to 
sing songs written by other peo- 
ple. However, Ventrice says she 
will be writing all the songs on her 
debut album. She’s even working 
on some collaborations with Rich 
Cronin, formerly from the group 
LFO. 

“Mandy was extremely sweet 
and. nice [when I met her] and she 


“fs so talented,” said Sara, her offi- 


cial street team leader and web 
site. designer. “Everyone should 
know how awesome and wonder- 
ful she is!” 

Ventrice, who is originally 
from L.A., says performing is 
what she’s always wanted to do. 

“Seriously, I’ve always want- 
ed to be a singer and songwriter,” 
she explains. “My grandfather 
used to always say, “You need to 
have a backup plan.’ And I was 
like, ‘Well singing is my backup 
plan.’ I couldn’t see myself doing 
anything else, because I have to be 
happy... and music is the only 
thing that does that.” 

Ventrice recently opened for 
Michelle Branch at the Downtown 
Club, on Long Island. She also 
performed in a showcase for 
record label executives, who are 
interested in signing her. 
Ventrice’s managment couldn’t 
release which record label at press 
time, but did inform fans that she 
will begin work on her album for 
a late 2003 release. 

More news is sure to come on 
this soon-to-be-star, so keep your 
eyes out for Mandy Ventrice! 
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L Dow'T KNOW 
How You CAN 
StTaND ME. 


TL BLAME YoU 
FoR WERYTH NG. 


I'M PARANOID, 
U\STRIONIC, AND 
DELUSIONAL. 


_ Arts & Entertainment 


T'M OLVFFICULT 
AND DEMANDING. 


L LAUGH AT 
YQue FAILURES, 


But IT DIO GET YOU 
THE LATEST 
“CHICKEN SOUP Fok 
THE SouL" BOOK. 


I'm PuSHY 
AND MANIPULATIVE, 


T Say NASTY 
THINGS ABOUT 
You BEHIND 
Your BACK, 


DetODOSD HOW HF OLS UVIMIS|WhS sAAAL GIA IWIY TOOT Fits 


BY MISS ANNA 
For the week 12/15-12/21 


ARIES: 

(March 21-April 20) 

Your financial prospects are 
excellent this week, especially if 
you join up with another to pool 
both your know-how — and 
resources. It’s advantageous to 
your monetary goals to be flexible 
and roll with the punches. You 
yearn to travel - so start planning. 


TAURUS: 

(April 21 - May 21) 

Now’s the best time to start a 
new partnership, whether in busi- 
ness or romance, the results will 
definitely be very positive. Keep 
your physical energy high. Money 
dealings will intensify in the next 
few months, be very careful about 
the details. 


GEMINI: 

(May 22 - June 21) 

Your mind may be totally on 
pleasure and free time during the 
week, it’s time to think about 
improving your financial and job 
situation. Be cautious and heed 
others’ business suggestions. 
You’ve the capabilities to tackle 
any challenges thrown your way, 
and win. 


CANCER: 

(June 22 - July 23) 

There’s a new chapter in your 
love life ready to be written—be 
patient, all the details will unfold 
in due time. Romance will contin- 
ue to be dominant for the next sev- 
eral months, so enjoy it. Even if 
you are tempted, refrain from mak- 
ing any hasty decisions. 


LEO: 


(July 24- August 23) 

The thought of work doesn’t do 
much for you, but it will be sur- 
prising just how much you will 
accomplish if you just put your 
nose to the grindstone. Keep in 
mind in the future that you will 
benefit from a more intellectual 
approach to moneymaking ideas 
and finances. 


VIRGO: 

(August 24 - September 23) 

Hard work is the key through- 
out this week. There is friction on 
the job which can be avoided with 
diplomacy. The chance to enhance 
your working skills is good, look 
for opportunities, however small 
they may seem. The solution to a 
nagging problem is evident. 


LIBRA: 

(September 24 - October 23) 

This week will be a lot more 
active and rewarding than the past 
couple of weeks. Real estate could 
be a profitable area now. Your 
financial bandwagon rolls along, 
producing profits which will be 
more evident in the next few 
weeks. Concentrate on doing 
things yourself. 


SCORPIO: 

(October 24 - November 22) 

Try to look at things with a 
fresh perspective. If you go about 
accomplishing things differently, 
you may be amazed at how much 
you'll get done. The next few 
weeks will favor financial plan- 
ning, so work closely with some- 
one who knows the business well. 


SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 23 - December 21) 

The prevailing theme is tran- 
quility. Evenings may be filled 
with enjoyable social events and 
romantic interludes. You have 
attracted the attention of a VIP at 
work, someone who can help you 
advance your career and personal 
goals. Keep your attitude upbeat. 


CAPRICORN: 

(December 22 - January 20) 

Your friends are very support- 
ive, and if you are working on a 
personal goal, they will be able to 
give some good advice. A lucky 
opportunity may enable you to 
climb up a few additional rungs on 
the ladder of success. Trim down 
your expectations to parallel with 
reality. 


AQUARIUS: 

(January 21 - February 19) 

You will meet a whole new cir- 
cle of people who can be stimulat- 
ing on an intellectual level. These 
new friends will help clarify any 
important objectives which have 
been fuzzy. Steer clear of any 
known troublemakers in the work- 
place, they may hamper your 
progress. 


PISCES: 

(February 20 - March 20) 

Distant friends or family will 
dominate your thoughts and 
actions. Start working on that spe- 
cial project which may have to do 
with a home matter. 


Eclectic music 
at NECC 


Sheila Bailey photo 


Students sang rock, pop and Christmas carols in Bentley. 


Old music meets new in NECC concert 


By SHEILA BAILEY 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


The NECC Chorus _ and 
Performance Ensemble held its win- 
ter concert last weekend. It took 
place in the conference room of the 
Bentley Library, and it was well 
attended. So well attended that I had 
trouble finding a spot to take decent 
pictures from. People would come 
and stand right in front of me, as if I 
didn’t exist. 

The concert took a while to get 
started, owing to the fact that two 
members of the group were sick and 
had to be replaced. Most of the cho- 
rus seemed tired, it was their last 
show, and they were probably all a 
little bored with the music. 

They would also have looked 
better if their outfits had been even 
vaguely coordinated as a group. It 
would enable the audience to con- 
centrate on the music, not on the 
singers and would have made the 
whole thing look more professional. 
Especially considering some of the 
outfits chorus members chose to 
wear. 

The whole show would have 
benefited from a master of cere- 
monies. There was an intermission, 
but it wasn’t really announced how 


long the break would be. There were 
no refreshments during the intermis- 
sion. Generally, during shows it is 
considered polite to provide your 
audience with at least something. It 
is like inviting someone to your 
house and not even offering them a 
drink of water. 

The music itself was lovely. 
They sang songs by Thomas Moore, 
Britney Spears, Chad Kroger, and 
The Beatles. 

There was a piece written by a 
student, an instrumental called 
“Unbelovable Amusement,” which 
got a huge round of applause. Erin 
Desrochers sang “Baby One More 
Time” in alternative rock style. The 
chorus did a beautiful version of 
“Eleanor Rigby” and_ director 
Michael Finegold joined in on a cou- 
ple of songs, playing the soprano 
sax. 

The orchestra featured an 
acoustic guitar, an electric guitar, 
two sets of drums, a violin, trumpets, 
saxophones, tubas, and a piano. It 
was a nice concert, especially the 
last song, “The Holly and the Ivy,” 
an old medieval tune. 

Concerts were held on Saturday, 
Dec 14 at 7:30 pm and Sunday, Dec 
15, at 2:00 pm. Members of the 
Student Activity Music Club coordi- 
nated the event. 
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For some, their gift 
has already entered 
their lives 


By RONI-ANN KLEIN 
Contributing Reporter 


With the holidays season 
upon us, it is the time of the year 
to be grateful for all we have and 
the freedom we live with every 
day. Sometimes 


Something to think about 


Dec. 18, 2002 


gifts. 
Why not think of your special 
gift to yourself as a big beautiful- 
ly wrapped gift with a large red 
bow, just waiting for you to 
unwrap it. Of course, you cannot 
wait it see what is inside the box 
to claim your gift. No one else 
can unwrap this gift but you. It is 
your choice, or not, to reveal 
your unique gift. Your gift is 
waiting patently to share with the 

world. 
Some individual’s gifts are 
easily apparent, such as the talent 
to create 


we get so caught music, 
up in the spirit of 6 C speak. elo- 


giving, that we 
tend to lose our 
own natural 
physiological, 
psychological 
and spiritual bal- 
ance. Bet-ween 
the frenzied 
shopping trips, 
parties and holi- 
day traveling, we may miss the 
most important gift of all. 

What is the most valuable 
gift we can give? Each person 
has a unique gift of themselves 
they can give to the world. For 
many of us, the gift is not readily 
apparent. We have not yet dis- 
covered what our special life’s 
purpose is. For others, their gift 
has already entered their lives. 
Most people need to experience 
life’s lessons over time to start 
discovering what their gift is. 
Most if the time it takes hard 
work, perseverance and mindful- 
ness to uncover their special 


We have not yet 
discovered what 
our special life’s 
purpose is. 


quently, 
create tech- 
nical com- 
puter pro- 
grams or 
teach others 
skills to 
improve 
their own 
LileVeGss 3. 
Others may need to follow a path 
of self-discovery by taking class- 
es in search of greater knowl- 
edge, learning innovative skills, 
interacting with new people or 
traveling to experience diverse 
cultures. 

By taking some time to just 
listen to your inner wisdom, you 
will move closer and closer to 
opening your beautiful gift to the 
world. There is no set timetable 
or specific path for any of us. Our 
gift of who we are and our pur- 
pose in this world is available to 
all who chose to unwrap it. 


Christmas is a time to give 


The name of the 
game it seems is to 
buy, buy, buy or 
sell, sell, sell 


By KAREN RANDELL 
Features Editor 


Christmas should be a time of 
giving, sharing and mak- 
ing traditions, and spend- 
ing time with families 
and friends. 

“I remember being 
little hanging stockings 
on the fireplace, baking 


cookies, listening to 
Christmas music and 
singing ‘Frosty The 


Snowman’ at the top of 
my lungs,” said Sandy 
Casey. “Christmas had 
more meaning when I was 
growing up than it does 
today.” 

Everywhere you go 
shopping, people are 
pushing, shoving, hag- 
gling, and bartering when 
they get to the registers 
holding up the lines. 

With the technology of scan- 
ning systems widely used in most 
stores, it’s amazing how the proper 
price changes do not take effect in 
the computers before getting the 
sales signs out above the merchan- 
dise. 


mMN¢ 


chool o 


Inevitably, this causes hang-ups 
at the registers for the customers, 
aggravations for the cashiers and 
the long line that keeps buildingup. 

The name of the game it seems 
at Christmas time is to buy, buy, 
buy, and sell, sell, sell. 

It is off to work or school then 
have dinner and rush off with thou- 
sands of others to get their shop- 
ping done. 

Not to mention all the work it 
takes to set up prior to Christmas, 
putting up the tree with inside and 
outside decoration, later to take it 


Christmas had more meaning when 
I was growing up than it does today. 


—Sandy Casey 


down and put all away. This, too, 
takes time to accomplish. 

Many people are spending what 
they do not have or not sure how 
they are going to make ends meet 
once Christmas is all over with. 

The economy reports that fami- 
lies will spend $450 per individual 


opposed to last year spending $650 
per individual. 

Many families have faced lay- 
offs, downsizing and forced to 
except early retirement packages 
leaving little room for extra expen- 
ditures. 

Depending on the size of your 
family, four individuals could spend 
an estimated $1800 or six individu- 
als at $2700 opposed to last year 
being $3900 for a family of six. 

Commercial industries are 
really putting the push on buying 
their products so that you think you 

are really giving. 
Some folk are 


( not as lucky to buy 
presents and find it 


hard to keep up 
with the gift giving 
frenzy. 

Some meaning- 
ful gifts to give to 
friends or relatives 
are acoupon (going 
on a picnic, clean- 
ing their car out, 
etc), jars of pre- 
made brownie mix 


or soups, home- 
made bread or 
cookies. 

Can you 


remember the last 
time you made a 
homemade gift for a friend or fam- 
ily member? 

Can you think of thelast time 
you received a homemade pie from 
your neighbor or gave one? 

Let’s all get back to the basics 
of Christmas and give something 
from the heart. 


ield 
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Did the Heisman voters make 
the right choice? 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


The Heisman Trophy voters 


» stepped up to the plate and made 


Patriots: Heading te cna Night 


> 


| Minnesota Dec. 20. 


Red Sox: Tie 80x acquired Jeremy 
n e hai ge for allel = 


the right choice selecting Carson 
Palmer as the 2002 winner. 

Palmer dominated what was 
supposed to be the closest 
Heisman voting in recent memo- 
ry, winning every region except 
the Midwest. 

Palmer won the award with 


“ his performance in the last six 


games of the season, all victories 
for USC. 

In particular, Palmer’s perfor- 
mances in wins over UCLA and 
Notre Dame secured his place in 
Heisman lore. 

In years past players from the 
west coast have suffered due to 
lack of national television expo- 
sure but Palmer’s numbers made 
it impossible for Heisman voters 
to ignore him. 

Palmer better enjoy the 
moment while he has it, because 
in all likelihood he will be don- 
ning the orange and black of the 
Cincinnati Bengals next season. 

Palmer became the first USC 
player to win the award since 
Marcus Allen in 1982. 

Palmer and USC will battle 
Heisman finalist Brad Banks and 
Iowa on Jan. 2 in the FedEx 
Orange Bowl. 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


Looking at the Heisman vot- 
ing, | had thought and hoped that 
Larry Johnson the running back 
from Penn State was going to win 
to win. 

Being the first player from 
Penn State to run for more than 
2,000 yards and only the sixth 
player in NCAA history to put up 
those numbers, Johnson should 
have won the trophy. 

Only in three losses did 
Johnson not put up the best num- 
bers. He had less than 100 yards 
against Michigan, lowa and Ohio 
State. Did those games really 
affect the voters? Could having 
three-sub par games make him lose 
the race? Apparently it had. 

Johnson finished third in the 
over-all voting, but came in second 
in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic 
Regions. 

Yes, Palmer threw for 3,639 
yards and 32 touchdowns and joins 
many other quarterbacks with his 
name attached to the trophy. 

Above all I can simply say ... 
anyone was better than Miami’s 
Ken Dorsey. Nothing against 
Dorsey but it’s one of those things. 
Just like when the Red Sox don’t 
go to the post season, we all hope 
and pray that anyone other than the 
Yankees will win. 


_ Football showdown with Tennessee the Pats 


_are 8-5 and in the thick of the playoff hunt. Bill 


Belichick and company play two of their ed 


three games at home. — : : 
e Celtics: Antoine Walke r corded a trip 


* Giambi on lec. 
_ Josh Hancock. 


Pacuins: The B’s suffered their third loss in 


~arowon Dec. 14 falling to Montreal 4-2. The” 
three-game losing streak however did not © 
_ affect the standings as the B’s are still 


* number one in the East. Next up for the a 
_ and Gold is Buffalo on Dec. 18. 


*Information from team web sites was used in this repo 


Tim says goodbye... for now 


“Here I go 
it’s my shot feet 
fail me not this 
might be the 
only opportuni- 


ty that I’ve 
got... 
Eminem “Lose 


Yourself” 


When I walked onto the campus 
of NECC in the spring of 2001, I was 
at a crossroads in my life. I had been 
out of school for six months follow- 
ing an unsuccessful year away at 
Bridgewater State College. 

That first semester I was still 
unsure of what I wanted to do with 
my life. | had dibbled and dabbled in 
a few different things but nothing 
grabbed my attention. Then, in my 
second semester here at NECC I dis- 
covered my passion, my love, my 
niche if you will in life.... writing. 

Since I enrolled in the journalism 
program here I’ve opened so many 
new doors | feel like I’ve been living 


it up in the Playboy Mansion. 

I’ve got such a sense of where 
I’m going and what I’m doing that it 
would take the Massachusetts 
National Guard to break my tunnel 
vision. 

So many people have helped me 
in my transition here and I want to 
take advantage of this space to give 
them their due. 


——§¢-4—_—_- 


So rest assured, one 


way or another, you 
haven’t heard the 
last of me. 


To all of the Observer staff mem- 
bers that I’ve worked with over the 
last year, you’ve been a constant 
source of inspiration and motivation. 

I would especially like to single 
out Amy Callahan and Gayle 
Simone. I owe almost everything | 


know about the world of journalism 
to Amy. Through her guidance as 
both a teacher and an advisor I’ve 
honed the skills | need to make it in 
the newspaper business. 

Gayle has put up with a lot of 
crap from me in the past year, but at 
the same time she has been a solid 
contributor to my section, an out- 
standing editor and above all a good 
friend. 

Last but certainly not least, | 
would like to thank two of my best 
friends in the world Pete Edgerly and 
Kory Wagner. Of all the great things 
that have happened to me in the last 
12 months meeting you guys is right 
at the top (next to the Pats winning 
the Super Bowl of course). 

So that does it, another semester 
come and gone. But I’ve got good 
news for all you loyal Observer read- 
ers who wait with baited breath for 
my column every two weeks. I will 
be returning for another semester 
here at NECC before moving on to 
certain fortune and fame in the won- 
derful world of print journalism. 

So rest assured, one way or 
another, you haven’t heard the last of 
me. 


‘Team’ USA may again dominate 


Wow! Is it 
| really the end 
: of the semester 
already? | 
can’t believe 
| how fast it 
| went by. Oh 
| well, in the 
final edition of 
rants and raves 
I begin with 

the topic that 
started this column for me “Team” 
USA basketball. 

It seems like “Team” USA’s 
pathetic performance in the World 
Championships pissed off a few of 
the NBA’s elite. Several NBA players 
have said they would love to play for 
this great country in the upcoming 
2003 FIBA Americas Olympic 
Qualifying squad (that’s right, they 
have to quality for the Olympics). 
Among the players the U.S. is 
expecting to sommit are Tracy 
McGrady, Tim Duncan, Jason Kidd, 
Ray Allen, Kevin Garnett, Paul 
Pierce and Allen Iverson. How sick is 
that? With a little persuasion, Shaq 
Daffy might play and Kobe has 
already expressed interest too. Now 
we can continue to kick the world’s 
ass in hoops like the old days. The 
team looks to be Team USA’s best 


‘Do you Ihave a pene view ea | 
_ Let us know, send a letter or email us at: fis 
observer@necc.mass.edu | a 


team since the original Dream Team 
in 1992. Philadelphia 76ers head 
coach Larry Brown will lead the 
squad which will be looking to 
redeem the U.S.’s lackluter perfor- 
mance in the World Chanpionship 
this year. Now I wonder if he can get 
Al to “pprraactice.” 

Speaking of basketball, did any- 
one catch high school phenom 
Lebron James on ESPN 2? This kid 
is the real deal! James pumped in 31 
points, grabbed 13 rebounds and 
dished out 6 assit against Oak Hill, 
the top ranked high school team in 
the country. James’ games are sold 
on pay per view for $7.95 all over the 
state of Ohio and James has_ netted 
his school over $300,000 in rev- 
enues. Nike and Adidas are in an 
intense battle for sneaker rights and 
James memorabilia is already being 
sold on Ebay. This is a kid who many 
said would be #1 pick if he left high 
school as a junior. James is 6’8”, and 
his shooting ability and feel for the 
game reminds many of Magic. But 
are the expectations to high for a 17- 
year-old? Many say that he is better 
than Kobe was at this age and Bryant 
was able to handle the pressure. 
Look, James is the real deal, there are 
teams purposely tanking it just so 
they get a chance to drift in 1985. 
Hmm. The best player in the country 
goes to the largest media market? 
Keep your eyes open... 

I have no prepared segue for this 


but I have to mention that my idiot of 
the month award goes to Arizona 
tight end Justin Levasseur. 

Levasseur was arrested after 
police found 87 pounds of marijuana 
in his car. 

Levasseur had been pulled over 
speeding on an Illinios highway. Ok, 
I’m not Tony Montana or Cheech and 
chong, so I don’t pretend to know 
about drug trafficking, but if you are 
carrying 87 POUNDS of marijuana, 
would your speedometer pass 55? I 
wonder if he was delivering the reen 
to Portland Trailblazer’s practice. 

Finally, | am glad to hear that the 
Montreal Expos will play 22 games 
in San Juan, Puerto Rico next year. 
The Puerto Rican people are going to 
come in droves to support the team. 
Baseball is not just a sport but a pas- 
sion the Caribbean and I believe they 
can support a team full time. I hope 
MLB seriously consider the NFL to 
move the Cincinnati Bengals to 
Siberia or something. 

Well folks, this semester has 
been really fun. The pen, or um, the 
computer, has proven to be a great 
therapy for me. By sharing my 
thoughts with you I am able to keep 
my sports sanity. | hope to be back 
with you next semester, continuing to 
provide you with my whacky outlook 
on sports. So remember, keep your 
eyes and ears open and have a safe 
and Happy Holiday season. 
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Can the Bruins win the Stanley Cup? 


Heres 10 reasons 
why the Black and 
Gold will take it all 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


Well, you all know I am a true 
Bruins fanatic and coming from a 
true B’s fanatic I think this is their 
year. | love a parade and I cannot 
wait to see Gary Bettman hand Big 
Joe Lord Stanley. This is their year 
and here are my reasons why: 

10. P.J. Stock 

Stock is the fan favorite and 
knows when his team needs a spark. 
He has compiled 6 assists this year; 
double what he had the entire last 
season. Because of his style of play 
he has been getting more minutes 
this year and is proving to become an 
offensive player. Opposing teams 
watch for him to hit the ice because 
you never know what he is going to 
do. Who could forget the infamous 
“P.J. Wave”? 

9. Coaching 

Robbie Ftorek has done some- 
thing with this team no one was ever 
expecting at the beginning of the sea- 
son; win games. He has some of the 
best lines out there and proved he can 
overcome losing dominant players. 
He mixes things up when they need 
to be, but he has four solid lines that 
no other coach has. 

8. Defense 

Everyone thought without Kyle 
McLaren the B’s defense would fold. 
But thanks to players like Bryan 
Berard the defense is stronger than 


ever. Berard has 7 goals and 11 
assists so far this season with a plus 
11. Don Sweeney is a constant at the 
blue line, along with Hal Gill, Nick 
Boynton, Jonathan Girard and Sean 
O'Donnell. 

7. Depth 

This team has anyone and every- 
one scoring this season. When the 
game is on the line you never know 
who is going to step up and get the 
win for the team. Prospects like Ivan 
Huml and Andy Hilbert have been a 
factor on the offensive side of things. 
Mike Knuble has been an asset to the 
top line while Sergi Samsanov has 
been side lined by injuries. 

6. Brian Rolston 

Coaches fear when Rolston is on 
the ice on the penalty kill. Rolston 
led the league with 9 short-handed 
goals last season and already have 3 
thus far. With his break out speed 
very few defenders can stop him 
once they’ve made a mistake. 

5. Teamwork 

There are many players that 
come to mind when you think of the 
stars on this team, but the key factor 
is the unselfish play amongst the B’s. 
Each member of the team is con- 
stantly looking to create plays for 
one another. 

4. Confidence 

How many times last season did 
the B’s go into the 3rd period with a 
lead and end up losing the game? Too 
many we’d like to recall. This year 
this team is going into the final peri- 
od still on fire and not letting up on 
the opposition. This team has a new 
found confidence that will continue 
to dominate. 

3. Glen Murray 


Murray had a career season last 
year, 41 goals and is proving to have 
another one this year. With 17 goals 
thus far he is on track to break his 
own career high. 

2. Goaltending 

With two dominate goalies the 
B’s have mixed it up pretty good at 
the beginning of the season. John 
Grahame, who was sidelined by 
Byron Dafoe, has finally been given 
the chance to prove he can be the 
starting net-minder. Grahame has a 
save percentage of .919 and goals 
against average of 2.21. His counter 
part Steve Shields has also proven to 
be a great pick up in the off-season. 
His numbers are very comparable to 
Grahame’s. With a save percentage 
of .907 and goals against average 
2.53, Shields has stepped up to either 
be the number one goalie or a solid 
back-up. 

1. The Captain, Big Joe 


Thorton shocked many fans upon. 
being named the team’s 17 captain. — 


He has already stepped up to the task 
with 16 goals and 41 over-all points. 
Thorton makes plays happen for 
every player he skates with and he is 
a force to be reckoned with when he 
has the puck. He is strong and can 
usually turn away from any defender 
trying to bring him down. 

Well, there you have it, my 10 
reasons why the B’s will win Lord 
Stanley this year. There will be no 
elimination in the first round. And for 
those of you ‘who have already 
jumped off the band-wagon because 
the Bruins have had their first losing 
of the season, keep in mind, I may 
not let you back on. Real fans wear 
and bleed “black and gold.” 


eS 


Top 10 football players of all-time: #1 


Jim Browns amazing 
stats and mystique 
have set him apart 
from all others 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


To name one man the greatest 
football player of all-time is a pretty 
bold statement. However, if one man 
is worthy of such a title that man is 
Jim Brown. 

In nine seasons in the NFL 
Brown led the league in rushing eight 
times. He was named to the All-NFL 
team eight times, won the NFL MVP 
award twice and played in nine 
straight Pro Bowls. 

Brown’s career totals were 12, 
312 yards rushing, 262 receptions, 
15, 459 combined net yards and 126 
touchdowns. Brown had seven 1,000 
yard seasons and rushed for 100 or 
more yards in 58 games. His 5.22 
average per rushing attempt is an 
NFL record. 

Brown’s #32 was retired by the 
Cleveland Browns He became the 
second youngest player to be induct- 
ed into the Pro Football Hall of Fame 
in 1971 at age 35. 

If this isn’t a resume worthy of 
top notch status I don’t know what is, 
but the most mind boggling thing 
about Jim Brown is the fact that 
despite all .the ridiculous numbers 
what set him apart from any other 
athlete was the aura and mystique 
that surrounded him. 

Brown starred for the Browns 
from 1957-65, a period of time when 
the presence of a black athlete who 
dominated his sport wasn’t necessar- 


ily a welcome sight for a lot of 
Americans. 

Since his retirement from the 
game of football Brown has spoken 
out many times about the state of 
racism in sports today. The legendary 
running back has gone to great 
lengths in order to make the playing 
fields of both professional and youth 
sports a more welcome place for 
black athletes. 

In doing so, Brown has garnered 
quite a reputation as an ambassador 
of sorts for the modern day black ath- 
lete, many of who will never be able 
to grasp the sacrifices a man like 
Brown had to make to establish the 
king of legacy he now holds. 

In addition to his wide variety of 
civil rights ventures Brown made a 
go in the world of Hollywood upon 
retiring from the gridiron starring in 
such films as “The Dirty Dozen” and 
“Any Given Sunday.” 

It would be inaccurate, in any 
aecount of the life of Jim Brown, not 
to mention the problems the hall of 
fame rusher has had with the law. 

In recent years Brown has indeed 
served time for domestic violence 
stemming from an incident in which 
he allegedly threatened his wife. 

However, true to form, Brown 
did what needed to be done and spent 
time rehabilitating himself and came 
out the other end of his mistake a bet- 
ter person. 

Few athletes in the history of 
sports hold as high a reputation as 
Jim Brown does, for better or for 
worse. 

Regardless, his contributions to 
the game of football, both on and off 
the field make him more than worthy, 
in this sports writers opinion, of 
being named the best football player 
of all-time. 


Jim Brown made an impact on football, both on and off the field that will be felt forever 
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Run Knights Run: Images of NECC Cross Country 


The NECC Knights take off. 
Narcisco Garcia Jr. sprints for the finish line. ‘ : i Steven Bartholomew stays the course for NECC. 
os al 


Dorian Tsiplakis tries to make up ground. 
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